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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 


January 27, 1864 


Hon. S. P. Chase 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Sir: 

Permit me, respectfully, to call your attention to my former communication on the subject and 
necessity for substituting bronze for nickel in the composition of the cent. 

It is not only very difficult to obtain a supply of nickel, but almost impossible; and with the 
advancing price, the cost of production will soon exceed the value of the product. 

I had the honor, a few weeks ago, to forward you a bill prepared at your request, embracing not 
only the change in metal, but authorizing the coinage of a two cent piece, etc. If approved by you, it is 
desirable that Congress should be requested to take immediate action upon it - at least so much thereof 
as authorizes the substitution of bronze for nickel in the cent, which is of the first necessity, if the making 
of that coin is to be continued. The demand for cents is very great, and cannot be met under existing 
circumstances. The substitution of bronze will enable us to mint it, and at the same time secure a fair 
profit to the Government. If you deem it advisable, I will go to Washington and aid in procuring the early 
action of Congress on this subject, by furnishing such information as I may be able to communicate. 


Iam, Sir, Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
James Pollock, 

Director 


